PREFACE
IT was suggested to me that I should attempt a version
of Ronsard's Sonnets for Helen. I read them through
carefully and decided to attempt the task, not because
of any interest that I had in French Petrarchan
poetry, or in the background of the Pleiad, but
simply because I thought the poems beautiful.
They would in consequence be equally difficult and
exacting to render, and, if impossible, would at least
have afforded me pleasurable exercise*
In this brief space I shall therefore confine myself
to explaining why I thought the poems among the
best sonnets in the world* I shall not concern myself
jvith questions of scholarship, first because I am com-
pletely incompetent to deal with them, and secondly
because they do not interest me* I shall not therefore
intervene in the controversy between M* Nolhac and
M. Sorge as to whether the sequence was completed in
le reign of Charles IX, or carried on in the reign
f Henry EL I could only weigh up their arguments
Against one another and could not contribute any-
thing of my own* Nor shall I trace the life of